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By PENNY BRAND

WHEN ClayÞ eldÕs Paul and Meg-
an Dodd sat in a pile of  colourful 
Christmas wrapping last year and 
toasted to the new year, they could 
not have imagined the tragedy about 
to unfold.
Just hours later, Mr Dodd, 29, fell 

down a ß ight of  stairs at a friendÕs 
apartment in England, hitting his 
head repeatedly on the way down.
It shattered the coupleÕs dream hon-

eymoon in Europe and left Mr Dodd 
in a coma.
It took eight weeks before an RACQ 

CareFlight Rescue team deemed him 
stable enough to bring home.
Mr Dodd now lies in a bed at Her-

stonÕs Royal Brisbane and WomenÕs 
Hospital in a coma, relying on 24-
hour assistance.

Mrs Dodd, 26, is trying to Þ nd a 
nursing home for her husband to 
live out his days.
It seems likely Mr Dodd will spend 

the remainder of  his life among old-
er people in a nursing home.
Charities such as YoungCare can-

not support people with conditions 
as severe as Mr DoddÕs.
Mrs Dodd has set up The Dodd 

Foundation to raise money for her 
husbandÕs future care and to help 
others with brain injuries.
The foundation will be launched 

at BrisbaneÕs Biggest Networking 
Event at BrisbaneÕs Tattersalls Club 
on November 1.
While Mrs Dodd is now back at 

work full time, and focusing her time 
on the foundation, she said not a day 
passed without her winding up in 
tears.

Shattered 
dreams

�  Tragic outlook ... 
Megan Dodd is still 
coming to terms 
with her husband’s 
accident a month 
after their wed-
ding, inset.

Honeymoon 
turns into 
“ ght for life

You do a lot of crying. I am coping through the 
work I am doing ... and the support I am getting.

�  To page 6

EAT OUT
Seafood on 
the menu at 
ClayÞ eld


